
MULB 1818 - MULB 5174 
Eight O’Clock Lab Band 

Fall 2020 Syllabus 
 
Instructor: Gus Arnold 
Phone: (931) 980-0202 
E-mail: AugustArnold@my.unt.edu 
Rehearsal Room: 282 (Lab West) 
Office Hours: by appointment  

 
Expectations:  

• You are expected to be ready to play at 5:00 on rehearsal days (Tuesday and 
Thursday) 

• You are expected to have all of the appropriate equipment (mutes for brass; doubles 
for saxes: flute, clarinet, bass clarinet for bari; electric and acoustic basses, etc.) 
needed for each rehearsal and performance 

• You are expected to have practiced, and to be prepared to play every chart in the 
book at any rehearsal or performance 

• You are expected to attend all sectionals 
 
Rehearsal Procedures: 

• Be aware that the lab band rehearsal schedule is drastically different than in 
previous semesters.  

• Lab band members can enter and exit using the main doors of 282 and 258, as well 
as the loading dock door of 282. Socially distance while entering and exiting.  

• Masks (face coverings) are mandatory at all times. The only exception is for the 
saxophonists and brass players who may remove their masks while playing. 

• According to the new policy, lab band rehearsals are strictly limited to 30 minutes of 
playing. The 30-minute time period begins once a horn player begins playing in the 
rehearsal room.  

• So, all warm-ups by saxophonists and brass players should take place outside of the 
building, weather permitting.  

• Rhythm section members can set up and warm up in the rehearsal room. Lab band 
directors are responsible for ensuring rehearsals do not exceed 30 minutes of 
playing.  

• Once the 30-minutes of playing have expired, the room must be cleared 
immediately.  

• "Gym etiquette" will be followed - each musician is responsible for wiping down 
their music stand after each rehearsal.  

• Rhythm section players will wipe down their stands, as well as frequently touched 
surfaces, including the piano keyboard and amps. (Do not spray liquid directly only 
the keyboard or amps! Spray onto the paper towel.) Disinfectant and paper towels 
will be provided.  
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• Brass players will need to bring a cloth or puppy pad for emptying their spit valves. 
(I know it's just condensation and not spit.) 

 
 
Attendance:  

• Members are expected to attend all rehearsals 
o Substitutes may be sent to rehearsals if you notify me in advance 
o It is your responsibility to make sure your sub has your music folder and is 

qualified to play your chair 
• You are expected to play ALL performances and dress rehearsals that occur this 

semester. Rare exceptions are made on a case-by-case basis. 
• You are expected to attend all Lab Band Departmentals. Exceptions are allowed, but 

need to be cleared by Professor Baylock. 
• Please contact me ASAP via phone (text or call) if you know that you are going to be 

absent and need to send a sub or if you have any other questions and concerns. I’m 
always accessible and here to help! ☺ 

 
Responsibilities:  

• You are responsible for your music and music folder  
o Fines will be enforced per page of music lost and if your music folder is lost 

• You must dress appropriately for each performance, as specified before each event 
 
Grading Criteria: You will be graded on attendance, the quality and consistency of your 
musical preparation in rehearsals, and public performance. Your professional attitude, as it 
affects the ensemble, will also be a consideration. 
 
Lab Band Departmental: Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 pm (Zoom), beginning September 2 
 
Sectionals: You are required to have sectionals for 30 minutes once a week at a specific 
time and location on campus. Room reservations can be made through Roomview 
accessible with this link: https://calendar.music.unt.edu/roomview.php. The lead players 
in each section (oldest or grad student in rhythm section) will be in charge of scheduling 
and running the sectionals. If I can, I will be present at the sectionals as well. 
 
Weekly Listening Sessions: In addition to the two full-ensemble rehearsals and one 
sectional per week, members of the Eight O’ Clock will also be required to attend a 50 
minute listening session on Zoom once a week. During this listening session, we will 
actively listen to original and quintessential recordings of the charts that we will be playing 
this semester and collectively take notes regarding articulation, phrasing, dynamics, cut 
offs, solo form, etc. so that we can focus primarily on playing during our in-person 
rehearsals. The time and day of this weekly listening session will be determined by a 
doodle poll that I will email to all of you ASAP. 
 
Performances as of 8/24/20: TBA, possible end of semester gig in Murchison. 
 

https://calendar.music.unt.edu/roomview.php
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COVID-19 impact on attendance 

While attendance is expected as outlined above, it is important for all of us to be mindful of 

the health and safety of everyone in our community, especially given concerns about 

COVID-19. Please contact me if you are unable to attend class because you are ill, or unable 

to attend class due to a related issue regarding COVID-19. It is important that you 

communicate with me prior to being absent as to what may be preventing you from coming 

to class so I may make a decision about accommodating your request to be 

excused from class. If you are experiencing cough, shortness of breath or difficulty 

breathing, fever, or any of the other possible symptoms of COVID-19 

(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptomstesting/ 

symptoms.html) please seek medical attention from the Student Health and Wellness 

Center (940-565-2333 or askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider. While 

attendance is an important part of succeeding in this class, your own health, and those of 

others in the community, is more important. 

 
Academic Integrity: http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity 
 
Student Behavior: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct 
 
Access to Information – Eagle Connect: http://it.unt.edu/eagleconnect 
 
ODA Statement: http://disability.unt.edu/ 
 

Final Exam Schedule: https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall  
 
Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress: http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap.html 
 
Retention of Student Records: http://ferpa.unt.edu/ 
 
Counseling and Testing:  http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services 
 
Responding to Students in Distress: UNT CARE Team: 
http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care 
https://speakout.unt.edu. 
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